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Big Brother States in Fact and Fiction: 
Thoughts on China and Other Places

Wednesday, October 17, 4:00 PM, International Student Center

A public conversation with 
Spy Novelist/Reporter Adam Brookes 

and 

China Historian Jeffrey Wasserstrom

Brookes and Wasserstrom will focus on issues of surveillance and control in China and also 
other parts of the world, where some commentators claim that elements of the dark future 
George Orwell conjured up in Nineteen Eighty-Four can be found. How can concepts like that 
of the “Big Brother State” help or hinder efforts to make sense of the current era, when new 
technologies of communication have become so powerful in both efforts to challenge and to 
assert authoritarian control? Are there other dystopian visions that are equally or more useful 
for thinking about authoritarian states and authoritarian trends in democratic societies? Do 
new technologies of surveillance make old genres, such as the Cold War era spy novel, obso-
lete or open new possibilities for their reinvention? A chance to ask questions will follow.   

Adam Brookes studied 
Chinese at the University 
of London, then worked as 
a foreign correspondent for 
the BBC (based in Indone-
sia, China and the United 
States), before switching 
gears to write a trio of 
acclaimed novels of interna-
tional intrigue: Night Heron, 
Spy Games, and The Spy’s 
Daughter.  NPR selected his 
first book as its “must-read 

thriller of the year”; the Washington Post called it 
‘outstanding’; The Sun draws comparisons to “espio-
nage heavyweights including John le Carré.”  

Sponsored by the Center for Asian & Pacific Studies, the School of Journalism and Media Studies, 
MALAS, and the Departments of History and Political Science.
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